ARTIST STATEMENT — CRAIG WOOD

| make ceramic sculptures that explore the space between the organic and the mechanical — geometric
forms that feel as though they might be alive. Through abstraction and anthropomorphism, the work
invites viewers to project personality, emotion, or intention onto inanimate objects. That moment of
recognition — when a reduced form begins to feel expressive or sentient — is central to my practice.

My use of bright color, playful composition, and simplified geometry is a conscious choice. By distilling
forms to their essential elements and emphasizing clear, legible shapes, | aim to reawaken imagination
— a mode of perception that often recedes with adulthood. The sculptures are designed to be
encountered intuitively rather than analytically, allowing viewers of any age to engage without
prerequisite knowledge or interpretation.

While the work often reads as playful, this quality is essential rather than incidental. | believe that
reconnecting with childlike wonder is fundamental to experiencing — and creating — joy. In a cultural
moment defined by anxiety, fragmentation, and overload, my work proposes joy as a serious pursuit:
not as escapism, but as a necessary and restorative act.

Ultimately, these sculptures are meant to spark delight and curiosity — moments when an abstract
object feels oddly familiar, when color and form invite connection, and when imagination is briefly given
permission to lead.



